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‘I do read with him sometimes, but I can’t 

often afford the time, I’m working until 

late.’

‘I do try my best, but I’m not good at 

reading myself.’

‘I would hear her read more, but I’ve got 

to confess I find it so boring.’

Barriers to reading

(parents and children)

Sound familiar?



•Don't stop reading with them because they can decode.

•Make it fun! Talk about the text. Laugh and cry together - if they enjoy 

reading time with you, they are much more likely to read independently.

•Model being a reader – let them see you reading, talking about reading. 

Guess what happened in my book last night…..

•Make time - protect this time - leave your phone in the other room!  Try to 

give your full attention for 10 minutes. 

Key messages



•Make it easy - books by their bed, books in lounge, take books on the 

bus. Join the library / visit bookshops - even if you don't buy anything!

•Model the strategies and praise children when you see them independently 

using them - try to do this on the turn of the page so it does not disturb the 

reading e.g. I like the way you ... made links, clarified etc

•Children should read books that challenge but also books that are comfort 

reads - what are your guilty pleasures when you want to relax?

Key messages



•All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to:

•develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live

• feed their imagination and curiosity

•gain knowledge across the curriculum

• learn new vocabulary

•establish an appreciation and love of different texts

•escape to other worlds

•Academic achievement is highly correlated to reading comprehension.

•Secondary ready.

Why is it so important for children to learn to read?



•Developing a love of reading can be more important for a 
child’s educational success than their family’s socio-economic 
background. 

•Being more enthusiastic about reading and a frequent reader 
was more of an advantage on its own than having well 
educated parents in good jobs.

OECD 2002

Why is it so important for children to learn to read?



•This is one of the most significant areas in which parents 

can make a real difference:

• Talk to your children – limit screen and TV time / eat round the table

• Praise children when they say they don’t know what a word means 

when reading with you

• Try to explain what a new word means – 1 a night?

• Model an interest in words

• Praise your child if you hear them using that word

Vocabulary



• Predicts

• Ask questions

• Clarifies (Spot breakdowns and try to mend them) 

• Summarises (put important items together)

• Infers using clues

• Make connections to background knowledge

• Evaluates  (identify important words or phrases)

A good reader…



A good reader…



•Destination Reader is an approach to teaching reading at KS2

which can be applied to all texts. Its main focus is on:

• Key reading strategies which support comprehension.

• Learning behaviours which support dialogue.

What is Destination Reader?



• Enable quality experience

• Promote enjoyment

• Increase reading mileage

• Build firm foundations

• Develop thinking and understanding

• Make talk central

Key principles



If your child finds reading difficult, this can become 

stressful. If they don’t want to read sometimes:

• Start with you reading first ...

• Take it in turns to read ...

• Listen to stories – story cds from library or apps

If they never want to read, speak to your child’s teacher. 

Reluctant Readers



We can’t teach reading for pleasure, but we can make sure 

children laugh, cry, gasp, feel scared, shocked or are 

speechless when we share a book. Then they are much likely to 

pick up a book themselves. 

Reading for Pleasure

Children in Years 3-6 must be reading at home for a 

minimum of 20 minutes a night. They are able to 

choose a book from the class book corner to take 

home. Parents must sign in a child’s reading record 

when they have read. 



Children in Years 3-6 must be reading at home for a minimum of 20 
minutes a night. 

They are able to choose a book from the class book corner to take 
home. 

Parents/carers must sign a child’s reading record when they have 
read.

Once your child has finished a book (or wishes to change it), they 
will be able to in class where the teacher monitors how often this is 
happening.

Reading at SPPS



Question time…


